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South Carolina and the Radical
Programme.
BTONG LETTER FROM HON. DENJAMIN
F. PERRY, AGAINST THE CONSTITU-
TIONAL AMENDMENT.

QOne by one the leading men of the
South are taking position squarely and
publicly against the consiitutional amend.-
went. It gives-us pleasure to lay before
our readers the following manly letter
from the Hon. B. F. Perny :

GreexviLug, 8. C., October 26, 1866,
Charles W. Woodward, Exq., Philadclplea :

My Dear Siw:—I bad the pleasure
of receiving your letter a few days since,
expressing a kind interest in the condition
of the Southern States, and urging thur
South Carolina should adopt the constitu
tional amendment proposed by Congress.
You also expressed a wish to kuow my
views in reterence to this all absorbing po
litical question.

It hus been said that a man can never
be dishonored cxcept by hiwself, Others
may injure him apd oppress him, but they
can no more dishonor him and render him
infamous that they can defame virfue, und
truth and honor. The same may be said
of 2 peopie of a bation Whilst tiey pur-
sue an honorable and patriotic course they
cannot be disgraced by the insults, wronys
and oppressions of a stronger power, how
ever tyrannical and cxaeting thut power
may be.

The Southern people may be deprivid
of all pclitical power in the Union, their
property may be confiscated, and their
most distinguished and virtuous eitizens
gibbeted 2n the gallows, but they cannot
be rendered intamous in history by any
such barbarous and inhuman conduct.—
Such a course will unly dishonor and ren-
der infamous their oppressors,

I do not concur with you in supposing
that the constitutional amend lent will be
adopted by three fourths of the States. |
aw sure this will not be the case. There
are thirty six States inthe Federal Union,
and this will require the adoprion of the
amendment by tweuty severi. The rejec
tion of the amendment by ten States will
defeat it. It is morally certain—as cer
tain as any future event can be, depending
on human action—that Sourh Carolina,
Georgia, Virginia, North Carolina, Ala-
buma, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana,
Texns, Arkansas and Kentucky—cleven
States—will not dishonor themselves by
adopting the proposed constitut.onal a-
mendment, There are not, thercfore, as
you say * Northern States enouxh to make
the requisite number to adopt the amend-
ment.” If adopted, it must be by the aid
of 1wo recreant States of the South besides
Tennessce. This cannot oceur.

You state that you greatly fear worse
terms will be imposed on the South it the
amendment be not adopted. What secu
rity has the South that the worse terms
may not be imposed, if the amendment is
adopted ¥ We have no guarantee whatever
that the Southern members will be admit
ted to their scats in Conuress, after the
smendment is adopted. Nothing of the
kind is intimated; and, whilst the test
oatt. is exacted, it would be impossible for
the Southern States to be represented in
Congress, except by those who would dis-
houour and disgrace them. We have no
guarantee that Congress may not still hold
the Southern States as conquered provin-
ces, and appoint Provisional Governors
over them, with instructions to convene
“loyal” eonventicng, elected by universal
negro suffruge, and have formed State
Constitutions, by which all shall be en-
titled to vote and hold office, without re
gard to caste or color, to the exclusion of
every one who has aided or countenanced
the “ rebellion.”

The first gection of the constitutional a—
mendment proposes to make citizens of all
the negroes in the Southern States, with—
out regard to moral character or attach—
ment to Republican principles, which ure
required of all foreigners who beeome eiti
zens, after a residence of five years in the

United States. No matter how infamons |
may be the character of the vegro, asa |
liar, a rogue and a murderer, he becomes |
an Americau citizen by this amendment, |
and entitled to all the rights and privile- |

ges of citizenship. But the Irishman,
German and Englishman must first satisfy
the court that he is a man of good moral
character, and well attached to the princi-
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ples of our Goyarnment, betore he can be
invested with sacin rights and privileges.
Why this preference should be given to

over the virtuous and
man who comes here from a foreign lund,
i# hard to conceive.

by lezislutive enuctment, that negroes shall

men in perso . and property.

F wen e,
penaltics or  puunishment for erime than
white men, In all the Southern States
the same enactment has been or will be
wade. It would seewm that this ought to
sutisly the Northern people of our pur.
puse to proteet the negro and do anple
Justice to him in all of his rights of person
and property.

The right to hold office and vote is a
political right, which belongs exelusively
to every community, and to be regulated
as to them shall secem proper, without in-
terference, in any way, by any other pow
er. There is not a civilized commuuity
in the world where restrictions have not
been imposed on the righs ot holding offiee,
voting and exercising polit cal power.
The Northern States have done su from
their earliest history up to the present day.
To deprive the Southern Stutes of the
sume right, wouid be the grossest injustie:
und tyranny. And to cousent toit, on
their part, voluntarily, would be self degre
dation and infamy.

The second section of the proposed con
stitutional amendment deelares that repre
sentation ghall be in proportion to the nuw-
ber of voters in each Stute, and that it
any male inhabitants over the age of
twenty one aure excluded from voung for
any cuuse whatever, they shollnot be enu-
merated in the busis of representation
This makes it imperative on the Svuthern
States o give np their representation 1o
a large portion of their population, or per-
mit the negroes to vote.  The injustice of
this constitational provision to the South-
ern States must  be manitest to every un
prejudiced mind.

lu all of the Southern States, a large
proportion of their population econsisis ol
negroes, who are utterly incapable of hold
ing oflier, voting or exercising any politi
cal rights. At the suwe time they exe ude,
by thetr labor, white persons, who woulu
otherwise take their places, oceupy the
country and cultivate its lands. o the
Noitheru States  they have very lew ne
wroes, and their exelusion from votine
wonld not seriously afleet their represen
tation in Congress. The eonsequence woull
be that one’ section of the American Union,
with great wealth and a large population,
would have a most inadequate influence i
national legislation.

The proposed amendment of the Feder
al Constitution forees the Sonthern Stares
to chouse bLetween giving up their equal
representation in Congress, or permitting
their negro's to vote.  Between these al
ternatives, no Southern Stare coutd hesitar-
tor a moment to choose when the issue 1=
forced on them.  Fgunal representation i
the national ecouncts must be given up,
You very prop rly say, that already the
Southern States are in a winoricy i ooth
houses of Congress, and a tull representa
tion for their negroes would not give thew
a wajority of the House of Representatives

In Sou b Carolina we have larg ly over
a hundred thousand more than
white persons. [t universal sullrage pre
vailed, the entire political power of the
Siate would be in the hands of the Hegroes
They could eclect to every office in the
State one of their own custe, and send
Senators and Representatives to Congress
The same State of affuirs, depiorable as it
| would be, must likewise tuke pluce in
| Mississippi. And 1o all of the Southern
States there would be muny counties in g
similar condition—negroes clected to the
' Legisluture and filling all county offices,

To suppose that any Southern State
would voluntanly adopt such a provision
in the Nutional Constitution, is to presumie
that slie is insensible o her own
and reckless of her own safery.

negroes

It may

s0. Never was there a greater mistake.
It the constitutional swendment had been
submitted to the people of Tennessee, it
would have been rejected by ninetenths
of them, It was adopted only by o minor

ruptly elected, and thoroughly debased and
degraded by Northern influcnee  [n all
| communities there are unprineipied and
infamous men, who seck power and natori
ety by sacrificing honor and the interests
of thewr country.  Unfortanarely tor T'en-
nessce, the seum and dregs of society have
been thrown up by the horrible civil war
throngh which she has passed.  Men have
| got nto power in thu. State, aceidentally

{and frandulently, who are a disgraco 10
human pature, and who will ever remain
{infumous in history.  The same thing  an-
not again occur in any other Southern
li‘imto.

The third section of the proposed ocon-

have all the rights and privileges of white |
They may |
sue and be -ued, pur thase and dispose of |
property, inberivand be tried, as white |
They are subject to no greater

ors.
the black man, in his ignorance and vice, ;
intelligent white |

Alveady South Carolina has declared, '

stitutional amendment is more revolting to
uan honorably mind than cither of the oth
It is, in the true scuse of the word,
a Bill of attainder and ez post facta law, ko
repugnant to the sentiwents and feclings
of the framers of the Federal Constitution
that they declared no such law should ever
be pussed. It punishes for past offences,

by one fell swoup, tens of thousands of

| ten or eleven of the
never can become a part of the Federal

]
|

honor, |

| be said that Tenuessee has already done !

ity of her Lt'gl.-dull.lm, ulli'ulrly and eor-

i

houorable men.  The conception of such a
Bill was never before, probably, thousht
of by an Englishman, or the decendant of
an  Englishman, It certuiny was not at
tempted by the Engh o Parliament i the
darkest and oloodiest days of Eugiish tyr
anny. The only ineident in history anul
agous to it, is the wish of Nero, that all
wen had but one neck so that he could eut
them off at one blow. Lt proposes to os
tracise and disgrace forever, not only all
the leading wen of the South, but all,
however humble they way te, who have
ever filled any ecivil office in any of the
Soathern Rtates.  This  seetion declares
thyt no one who has taken an oath to sup

port the Counstitution ol the United States |

and was atterwards aiding and abetting in
the war, shiall hereatter lold any office un
der the State or United States,

The Governors o the States, the Judg-
es, members of the Legislatare, magis
trates, coustables, State and Distriet offi
cers, are all, forever excluded by this pro
vision  I'v suppose thar any Southern
wan would voluntarily  adopt such a pro
ision 18 indeed  plicine a very low esn-
wate on Sonthern eharacter.  The soldier
who gallantly foucht under the tead of his

General, and who would have sacrificed his |
own lile, at any time, for the protection |

of his commander, 18 required to dishoor
and disgrace him in peace.  The son 1=
cequired to vote the infamy of his father

U'he people are asked to repudiate and |

disgrace those whom they have, through
ife, honored and glovified in honoring
Lyvery Southern State is required to expel
trois their councils, her Legisinture, and
irom all public offices, her wisest, hest and
wost  expericnced  servants Was  ever
such a proposition before sabmitted to an

intelhigent, virtuous and Chrisdan people ? |

How any hongruble man, who refleets on

tuis section of the pror wed awendment, |

aud sees its bearing an:! CONSCGUEnCes, ciun
vxpect or counsel its udoption is, to my
mind, incowprehensible.  That any South
orn man should vote for it or fivor s
adoption is a conlession of his own dispon-
or and infamy.  Such a wan wonld  wil-
tingly betray his country, hes own house
nold and has God.

It the Southern States were so lost to
all shame as to adopt  this section, 1t is
possible that young men might be foun.
w fill all the State offices; bt they conld
not represent their State in Congress or
hold any ofice under the United  States
on cecount of their having aided and abet
ted 1n the war,
unrepreseuted in Congress as long as the
test oath s continued

The Constitution  of the United States
provides that amendments may be propos
vd by a vote of two thirds of hoth Houses
of Congress, and when adopted by three
fourths ot the State Legistutare, shall be
a part of the Federal Constitution
Ihis eluuse of  the Constitation evidently
contemplated a full Congress when such
amendments should be proposcd.
supposed  that all of the States would be
represented  in Congress.  This was the
security  against the injadicions  amend-
ments. DBt the proposed amendment was
adopted  whilst ten States were exeluded
trom all sepresentation 1 Congress, It
never could ha e been proposed to the
State Lewislutures by a full Congress, and
consequently  should not now be re;
by them =8 eonstitntionatly svbmirted to
the Legsislatures for :1||ul-r'.uu.

"

conue

be, and will be, rejeered unanimonsly by
’ ) ) i
“outhern Stat s, and

Constitution.

What will be the consequence of this
rejection,
Southern States. You say that worse terms
will be enforeed This muy be s ;
but we shall have the consolation o! know-
ill;_' that we did not volunt irily iuln:n[ them,
and that auwnst all the tyranny and op
presston which may be heaped on us, we
have mamtained our howor nosutlied, and
neser ean lose our self respect

The Southern States may he kept out
of Congress, Who eares for that? We
have been out for the last twelee months,
and durivg all that time have been Hupro
ving our condition, and rapidly restoring
the [ll-lh!rtrl‘if} al our conntry I'he North-
“rn '|ll.'l|l'h' nre l|l'|l]_\' t'-t‘l.’l”}' lll\llll‘.l‘
Oue-halt of thew are our trionds, who
deeply sympathize with us in our wistor-
tunes.  Wauth this hall, we econstitute a
lurge Ill:ljnl'll'\.' of the prople of the United
Stutes. Tt will be passing <trange, indeed,
i ome third ofthe people of this Repubhe
should continue torule, with a rod of iron,
the othier two thirds, tor any length of time.
Thut this tyriony and uswrped  power
should continue always, s impossible. It
must, amd will, have 1ts end he masses
of the American people are honest and

un us.
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The - tates would sull ve |

It was |

PR
LY TELY M

It shounld |

is wholly 1mmwmaterial 1o the!

, 18686.

virtuous, however corrupt and malignant
their leaders may be.  The Executi e De-
partment of the National Government is
with us, and will do all that, man can do
to muntain the Constitution and the equal
rights of every scetion of the Union. There
is every reason to beiiceve, too, that tie
Judiciary Departinent of the Government
will upposc its silent and peacetul power
to the tyranny of Congress; and we should
not despair.

The tourth section of the proposed a—
wendment to the Constitution, which guar
antees the Federal debt and repudiates
the Contederate debt, is as unnecessary us
itis lutile  No Southern State wishes to
repudiate the one or assume the other,
L1, at uny futare time, » majority of on-
sress should be disposed to dishonor the
nation by repudiation, this seetion, as a
part o! the Constituton would not stay
their action.  They could reluse or neg-
leer, to levy taxes or muke appropriations
to meet the debt as it becomes due, with
out violating the Constitution.  And even
it it did vio ate the Constitution, that
[ would be no barrier to a corrupt Congress,
{ iu carrying out thew purpose, as we know,
| by the sad experience ot the present Con
gress i disregarding and trampling on the
Federal Constitution,

The titth section of the proposed amend
ment deelures that * Congress shall have
puwer Lo enloree, by appropriate legisla—
tion, the provisions of this article,” Here
we bave u power given Congress to de
stray wll the rights of the States, and cen-
truiize all power in the National Gov ro—
ment. ©nder the pretext that a State has
abridged toe provileges or unmunities of a
citizen by refusing suffrage to the negroes,
Cungress may, under this section, declare
umiversul sulfragze to that eluss of persons.
Under the pretext that some one has been
deprived by State Courts of his hberty or
| property, they may sive the United States
Couris entire jurisdiction of all litigation
i e Swte, The legislative, executive
and judiciary departments ot the State
Government may, under th.s section, be
eutircly swallowes up by Congress, and the
American Union made one grand consoli-
dated cmpoare.

The proposed amendment was not sub-
mitted wy the President for his approval,
{as regquired by the Constitution, before

bemng subtitted to the State Legislatures,
and they should not, therelore, consider
or regard it at all as a proposed cosstutn
tional amendment for their adoption —
Iileven St res were excluded tro o Con-
wress when it passed, and  the resident
never sanctioned it -
But I teel well assured that Congress
[ wid not expect or wish the ratification of
| this amendmwent by the States.  The peo
pie were made to believe thut Congress
tntended to reconstruet the Union. This
| was = a tuo thrown out to the whde,” to
awuse tll the tall electious were over.
Congress does vot intend to have the
Stutes reeonscructed ll after the Presi
dential election in 1868, The Sou hern
States are to be kept out of the Uniou
till atter that period, in order to insure the
t radiesl triumph

The vbject of the Radieal leaders is to
perpetuate the power of their party.  This
they think they ean do by negro suffrage,
Cand by that alone.  Buat they were afraid
to put that plank i thewr platform at pre-
sent. It will be tonserted two yeurs hence.
When Stewart proposed univeral soffrage
Coad universal afhesty, the leaders of the

Radieal purty expressed their willingness
i--utlu|<t 1 Hluj.‘ wiere \\‘i.llin:_: to forgo
the plessure of hanging rebels and ex—
{ cluding Southern wembers, 1f this eould
| be accomplished

L have thus, my dear sir, given you my
views in reference to the constitutional
amendment.  Let me conelude by assuring
you that as feeble as 8 uth Carolina may
be, and as » powerless” as you say she is
“to protect hersell,” she is, nevertheless,
able to maintain, awidst all her oppres-
! stons, hes bonor unsullied, and wi | never,
voluntarily, accopt her own degredation,

L am, with great respeet. yours, &e.,

B F. PERRY.
— b A —

The Cincinnati Commereinl takes strong
ground in favor of the absorption of all
| Mexieo,
inevitable.

Perhaps it is, but we imagine

the Mexicans would hizht to the last diteh |

befure they would allow themselves to be
dragged nto such a government as this is

now. 1t would be well tor the Jacobins 1o
learn how to govern what  country they

have on therr hands before thoy attempt |

to extend their empire
— AEP S —

In Ohis « muchime has lately been intro
duced by which a well sixteen feet decp
and one weh in diamater THuy be dllg in
forty minutes  The muchine sinks an inch
pipe. The water thus produced is said to
be pure and eool,

- — R - —

“Now, then, my hearties,” said a gallant
captatn,  you have a tongh  battle before
_‘uﬂ
cone; then—run !

I'm a little lime, and
1] start now.”

NO. 42

The Ten Commandments.

An old author thus rhymes a divine truth :
In [Heaven shall dwell all christian men
That know and keep his biddings ten.

To nid our young readers to remember these
sncred ** biddens ten,”” we transeribe for their
use the lines following, originally written in
one of the registers of an old parish in Eng-
land, by one Richard Christian, the vicar.—
They belong to the year 1689, and are written
in the quaint spelling of the time, which mod-
cruoized, reads : *

Have thon no other God but me 3
Uunto no image bow thy knee ;
Take not the name of God in vain;
Do not the Sabbath day profane.
Henor thy tather and mother, too;
And see that thou no murder do.
From vile ndultery keep thee clean;
Aud steal not, though thy state be mean,
Bear no false witness, shun that blot;
What is thy neighbor's covet not.
Write these thy laws, Lord, in my heart,
And let me not from them depart.

< -

Tue MopiLe Expepition 10 CUBA.
—Copying what the Northern papers sy
of the “Kunights of Arabia” and their ex-
pedition to Cuba, the Mobile Register
says :

We don’t know much about the expedi-
tions which are tosail from New York and
Now Orieans, but that which is to sail
from this port is now about ready to start.
The flect, now lying at anchor in a trog
pond near the mouth ot Dog River, is s
very tormidable one, consisting as it doss
of no less than two wash tubs and a slop
bucket, cach armed with riffie brickbats
and a double barrellen cornstalk. * 1t is
coutidentiy belicved that the expedition
will sail as soon as the commanding officer
can get his shirt home from the washer

woman's, Let the Queen of the Antilles
tremble,

——

————

Tne MonNev-OrpER SysTEM.—It is
stated that a cierk of one of the business
bouses cf New York eity was sent ont 1s-
cently to inquire the price of a draft of
$4,800 on Caiifornia. He ascertained that
it would be three per cent or §144. His
principal directed him to go to a well-
known bauker, to see il better rates could
not ve obtained. The clerk mistaking the
name given him  called on Post Master
Kelley, aud was informed that his mone
could be sent by postoffice orders for 8
This was an unexpected eundition of af-
fuirs ; woney orders had been thought of ;
but atte* due cousideration the sum it was
proposed to send to California was for~
warded by means of these orders. The
rate was just one-half of one per cent.

— el SO P,

A Faer Worrn Kxowine.—To buy
the ground, erect Luildings, supply ma-
chinery and put a cotton spindle runuing,
with looms to weave the yarn into cloth,
costs forty dollars.  With this faet, any
man thut knows the multiplication table,
can arrive at the cost ot any number of
spindles. 1,000 spindles will convert into
yurn about 200 bsfes of cotton per annum.
The same person can easily nscertain how
many spindles it will require to use up the
cotton crop of the South at a given an-
nual average, and how much eapital is re—
quired to doit. Will the reader think

about it ¢
e 8 ———

A CerTaiN Cure vor Corns.—It is
reported thut several citizens of Raleigh
ure sufferers from corns. We cannot vouch
tor the fuet, and therefore merely give the
report as it reached our cars from time to
time  Neither distinguished chiropodists,
vor sharp ruzors, nor blunt-edged knives,
nor caustic, nor any other thing, has af-
forded them more than temporary relief.
For their relicf, we publish the following
remedy, which is pronounced entirely effi-
cacious by one who bas tried and seen it
tried :

“Take twenty cents worth of acetic acid
and apply it to the corns every night and
(wmorning. It will eause no pain, and
i-luﬂ's a certain cure. In %:e dayip:::
| corn way be entirely re: oved with the
{finger pmil. | have tried it and found it
to suceeed.”"— Ruleigh Progress.

_— — 8

and thinks that sueh a result is |

Fight ke heroes tull your powder's |

IsTERESTING 10 LAwyERs —Judge
Clayton, ol Mississippi, says an exchange,
(recently held that legal tender notes were
such and a valid len:ier, stopping interest
| whin made. That the Aet of Con
| muking such notes a legal tender was con

stitutivoal, and that the power to issue

' such uvotes is derived from the war powers

| of the Government,  He also held that the

suspension of the staiute ot limitations du-

ring the war, was constitutional and valid,
- e

James Orr, of Springﬁuld,'llliuuis, has
| just shipped from lLisbon, St. Lawrence
{county, N. Y., 5,000 trees of eve ]
| varioties, for the purpose of bunt;g' in
the grounds and avenues which surrouw
the grave of Abraham Lincoln.

B ol

A mechanie at Albany, N. Y., has in-
ven'ed a new cotton gin, with &c great
merit of being portable. A larger per cen.
tage of cotlon, 1t is also claimed, is saved
by this gin than by the one now im use
| while the length of the staple is preserved’




